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Crlclrct lcYely Crlclet
At this tim€ oftheyearwe would normally be reflecring on
rhe seasoD's achievemenrs but this year is different in tiat
rhe final tes! match againsr Australia does nor commeDce
ulltil the tth September atrd the frnal championship
matches commenceon Wedtresday21st Seprcmber. With so
many different types of games to accomrnodate throughour
the s€ason the extension is welcomed by all cricket
lovers unfortunately ea y morning Seprember dews aDd
reduced daylight hours do present problems. After the
early mismatch of fixrures against Bangladesh th€ season
has developed inro one of pulsating drama with some
malvellous cricket played by both E[gland and the
Australians. The itrterest generated by the series has
beetr fatrtastic for cricket and hopefulty rhe exploits of all
the playe$ will encourage more youngsrers to play the
gilme.

The iniriadve by the Cricker FouDdation to regetrerate
competirive cricket in stare schools through "Chance to
shine" cantrot have been launched at a better time as
cricket cotrrinues to dominare the headlines in the press
and nadonal television has made it possible for all to watch
the test series, soEething rhat will be not be possible in
2006. 

.we 
siDcerely hope that state schools wiII accept the

challenge of playiog cricker, as this will cenainly belp all
those clubs \,vho for too long have had to shoulder the
responsibility of providitrg youngsrers with the
opportunities to play cricket. Over the years the clubs
running yourh cricket have done a marvellous iob.
dedicated commitmeot by coaches atrd adminisrrators has
eNured that clubs have new talent whilst the game has not
folded through lack of playing opporrutriries. If a club is to
be successful this policy must continue and it could be,
with the reductiotr iII school sports frelds, clubs will be
asked by some schools for fie use of their faciliries in order
to provide cdck€t.

It would appear rhat overall there has been a reductiotr in
the number of disciplitrary cases deah with by the various
leagues; this can only be good for the game whetr it is
played in the right spirit and umpires can ofhciare the play
rather than be i[volved in dispute$.

Chairments ncDcrt
The M.C.C.C. representative reams have had a fitre season
following on from the successfJ tour of South Aftica. The
three most convincing performances were agaitrst
Loughborough Universityr Cambridge Universiry and the
Club Cricket Co erence who still havedt recorded victory
over us for rwetrty years. Despite this excelletrt run, the
most pressing problem is rhe otre of availabiliry. \fhat with

Minor Couffy commitmetrts and the number of days off
individuals can devole to Eid week crickel, putliDg Leams
oD the field can be a headache for rhe seleclion commi(ee.
Once playerc have tasted Conferetrce cricket against the
teams mentioned above, or patticipated in ar overseas tout,
they usually thirst for more. If play€Is read this newsletter
and feel they haven t been approached, do tror hesitate to

Referrilg back to the Birmingham and District Premier
League) ir is pleasitrg in talking to seveml umpires they feel
the srandard of disciplitre on the field this season has much
improved. I must say from my observations in both playing
atrd w4rchitrg I s'ould concur with these views. Umpire
numbers will only rise if the aspiring ofiicial feels he is
going to eDioy the game and not be constandy verbally
abused for six houls. Ler us hope this improvemenr can be
maiDraitred.

The playing seasoo has been eDiarced by the presence at
most marches of our Presiden! M.J.K. Smith. His keed
inte.est atrd woDderfuI knowledge of the game at all levels
has meatrt we have been privileged to have beetr itr hi6
compatry Many thanks Mr. Presl

S. Alan Neal

1005Ycer Bcck
Congxatulations to ADalrew Jackson on the production of
aDother excellenr Year Book. Wirhin a voluntary
orgaoisation the rask of producing rhe Year Book is so
much more difficult rhan that €xpedenced comEercially
where contributors have ro meet deadlines orherwise thei!
iob could be on the line. Each year the Conferetrce sets a
target date for rhe Year Books to be with tie clubs at the
begindng of rhe season, thi6 is only possible with the fuIl
co-operation of all the Award Winners, Secretaries and
other Contributors ro etrsure that their copy is available by
tie due dare.
'We 

have only had one anniversary match this season
agaiDst Water O on which was a most enjoyable game. In
2006 we have been inlited to send a Representative Team
to Kibworth, Wroxeter and Voodleigh, if your Club is
celebEting an annivenary in 2006 we should be delighted
to be involved in your festivities. ft is also possible for your
club to produce atr article for the Yearbook, rhus
highlighting the history of the club atrd lisring your
celebratory events,

The section in the Year Book devored to Club Reports is
made available for clubs to report on rheir season. Nor
every club will have won a league or a cup, there are rhose
who will have been relegated a-od may feel reluctant to tell



orher clubs about their misfo une but in life there are
always going ro be highs and lows and the club rq)orts arc
a way ofcommunicadng on all the acdvities undertaken by
a club ihroughout the year. Please Secretary spare an hour
and put a report tog€ther, if your time is short, pr6cis the
report you submitted to th€ Club AGM. The clubs who
submitted r€ports for inclusion in th€ 2005 Yearbook are to
be congratulated on the excellence of the content and the
Club Secretary's thanked for their reports.

It is pleasitrg to report that more Club repor$ were
received for the2005 YearBook; we sitrcerely hop€ thatthis
trend will continue, it is though solely depetrdant on you
Secretaq..

Your co-operation in submitring a repo would be
appreclated.
'Would 

all secretaries, club and league, adhere ro rhe
following when submitring reports to Andrew Jackson,
19 Harvine Walk, Stourbridge, West Midlands DY8 3BQ.

l. All marerial must be in by the 14th November,2005,
preferably earlier.

2. Club reports must be precise.

3. In ackDowledgement of the itrcrease in the size of
leagues the coverage is to be extended. Brief
Reporrs and rables will be continued within the above
limirs.

4. Reporrs ftom Cricket Boards should not exceed one
pace.

5. It would be helptul if the report was tt?ed, where this
i i  not po\\ ib le pleaqe submir c lear manuscript
preferably p nted.

Annual Dinner tCCo
The Anrual Dinner will be held on Friday 3rd -D1arch at
The National Moror Cycle Museum when the President
Elect, Terry Church, former Chairmatr of Conference, will
be presidin&

The cricket speaker is Graham Lloyd, ex-Lancashre
C.C.C., the comedian is John Styles and the pricepet ricker
is 930.00.

RcDrescnirtlyc Crlckct Celebreticn
Ilatcheg
If your club is celebrating a special event next year and
wouid I ike Conferen.e to pror ide a Represenlar ive ream
please contact Howard CIey Ol2l 477 3686,

Annuel Gcncral llecting
The AGM will take place on Wednesday 18th January,
2006, at the County Ground, Edgbasron.

Emcrgency Fund
The Emergency Fund is available to clubs that require
urgent litrance to cover a cosr that has arisetr through theft,
fire, mechanical breakdown, health & safety or meetingthe
facility requirements of the Leaglle.

Funds are available as an interesr free loan for a period of
repaym€trt to suir rhe individual club's finaflces. All loans
must be covered by a pe$onal guarantee from officials or
membels of the club.

For further details please contact Mike Smith 0121 246
198E or David Thomas 01384 278107.

Sccrciariel Dircctcry
Over the past 2 yeais we have tried hard to update the
Data Base so that the infometion sent out reeches the
dght person, to a degree we have been successi .

Unfortunately there are clubs who never return the
form and we only find out that their officeN have
changed when one of our Members of Committee
telephones to chase up the payment of outstandrng
subscriptiorc.

Enclosed with this maiting is the standard Secretarial
Form which we ask you to retum but only if there has
been a change ofofficer or other information within the
past 12 months If there have been no chalges we will
continue to list the infomation hetd until notified

Alteinatively the Secretarial Itrformation Form is now
available on rhe web sire rqry44llg4p,llk if you p.efer to
use this method of communication then it can be down
loaded and e-mailed to rob.btud@covertrvbabas.cc

If there have been any changes in your directo.y
infomatior please t€t Rob Bird ktrow by the 30th
November,2005 for inclusior in the Year Book.

tC00 Flxturcr
If your club has vacant dates for 2006 and would like
assistance in Iilling them please register them wirh Miss
Wheeldon, 98 Bomeo Street, Watsall, West Midlands.
WS4 2HY by the etrd ofNovember 2005.

A comprehensive list will be drawn up ofall the vacancies
and circulared ro all rhe clubs who r€corded them.

Fixture Secrefaries should then conracr the club of their
choice to confirm a fixture.

Other clubs thar require a copy of ihe list of vacancies
should contact Miss Wheeldon in January 2006.

Fixiuro Buroeu
The Conference is indebted !o Miss Wheeldon for the
dedicaled service that she d€votes to the runninc of the
Fixture Bureau,

The advent of the Sunday Leagues has meanr that
more clubs have their fixtures pre-arranged but even so
rhe Bureau is still in demand and clubs are obtainins
fixruaes,

Please do not forget to nodry Miss Vheeldon when a
fixture has been confirmed, this avoids orher clubs making
unnecessarv tel€Dhon€ calls.



Crcund Advircry Prncl
If you are having problems with your squzlre or you
would like advice on the end of season ground work that
shouldbe carried out Conference do haveapanel ofexperts
who are prepared to visir your groutrd to advise
accordingly.

'We 
also have a number ofcompaDies thar advertise in rhe

Yearbook who are prepared to offer specialist informarion
on all matters relating to rhe ground.

With regard to see4 fertiliser, top dressing etc., we
would like you to approach our Advertiserc for a
quotation to supply your needs as they do support
Conference with their advertisements.

Special machines are available for vertidraining, sca t'ing
and seeditrg. If you are hiritrg make sure thal you place
your order early enough ro guarantee that rhey are available
m surr your programme,

Adviscry Panel
Worcester Area Roy Mcclaren 01905 423446

Centrat Bimringham Steve Rouse 0I2l446 4422
Moblle 07770 728407

Black Country

Stratford Area

Jonathan Cook 0l2l 557 6957
Mob1le07720 393754

Geoff Calcott 01608 663532
Mobile 07768 737445

Please contact the Panel Member in your area and after rhe
visit but before leaving the ground make a contribution ro
the tuvel expenses, suggested figr:re !40.00.

Ccnfcrence HcncuF1s and Amrds
Cricketers ofthe Year Playing
Have you a Player that has had an outsranding season; ifso
nominate him for a C ckeler Playing Award. From rhe
nominations received the Cdcket Committee will then
deliberate on whom they feel to be rhe most wofihy
recipienr ofthe Player ofthe Year Award.

Of course it is obvious if no nomination is received the
Committee will be unable ro give arly considerarion to what
might be rhe otre opportunity rhat youI club member has of
achieving recognition by a wider audienc€.

The Esnond Lewis Wicket Keeper of the
Year Award
The Esmond Lewis Award for wicker keeping is an
award that suryrisingly receives very few nominariotrs yef
every club has one, rwo or rhree wicket keepers. If
your keeper has done well behitrd the stumps this
season and maybe also cont butedwith thebarletus know
abour him.

Nominations for Cricketers ofthe Y€ar Playing should be
sent ro Howa.d Clay, 22 Hemyock Road, Selly Oals
Birmingham B29 by the 3lst Ocrober 2005.

Cricketers of the Year Administrative
The Administrators are the backbone ofthe club, without
rheir dedicated support clubs would cease to funcdo[
Once an individual accepts a position of responsibility ir
can be a job for life as in most cases t}rere are very few

\0hilst the players are only itrvolved during the playing
season, the season for the Adminisrrator is 12 months of
loyal seflice.

There may be recognition at rh€ club AGM whetr
nominations are being voted on but invariably the clubs'
officers are voted etr bloc and rhe marter is dealt wilh very
quickly.

Their service is not just on match ala's and in the season
but throughout the year, not just one year but in some
inslances a life time.

The Awards to the AdminisrEtors is an acktrowledgemenr
ofthe hard work and commirmenr rhat they have giv€tr to
a club.

The administration of a club has become very
demanding particularly with all the legislatio[ that has ro
be dealt with, Child Protecrion, Health and Safety,
Licensitrg requiremenrs, Liability Risk Improvements)
Club Mark erc make a huge demaDd on the rime of the
Secretary,

The Administrarion Awards recogaise that there is a wide
field of activity iII running a club. Awards are given for
adminisLration. financial, ground work. umpiring. scoring,
fund raisiDg and preparation of teas iusr ro name a few
facets ofbehind the scetres activity.

Please let us have vout nominations for otre of the
followins:

Leslie Jones Secretarial Award
AwaJded ro Secretaries ot Fixture Seqetaries who have
Srven servlce over many ye:rs.

Tiny Wildsmith Club Person of the Year
An award for the all rounder, a penotr who takes otr
numerous tasks workitrg most of rhe time h the
background.

Norman Sharp Award
Presented for many years of outstanding service

Player of the Year Administration
For non-playing activities such as financial,
scoriDg, fund raising, teas etc.

Nominations for administrative awards to be sent to
David R. Thomas, 4 Silverdale cardens, Wordsley,
Stourbridge, West Midlands DY5 5NU, ro be received by
the 17th October, 2005.



Youth Arerds
Enclosed with rhis newsletter is a letter addressed to the
Youth Organiser detailing the full requirements for the
three Youth Awards.

ft would be appreciated ifthe Secretary would pass otr the
etrclosed letter, to the Youth Organiser, for further
consideration,

The Alec Hastilow Award
Tvro awards are made to rbe mosl promi\ ing jouDg
cickete$ under 16.

Young Club Member Award
For making a considerable cootribution to the club
participating in offthe field activities atrd is under the age
of ZL

Halesowen tophy
Youth Organisers or Adminisrrators that have beetr
responsible for their club's yourh developmenr.

Nominaiiotrs fo Jon Roe, Nestledown, Sheepwash Lane,
Wolverley, Kidderminster, Worcestershire DYll 5SE to
b€ received by the 3lst October, 2005.

Nominations for Players, Administrators and the Youth
Awards does depend upor the club to make the
recommendatioA in th€ first instance we need your hetp
in bringing to our attention people worthy of
consideaation.

On receipt of the nomination we shell then iudge
accordingly.

Representatiye Criclrct
There was som€ excellenr cricket played wirh good
individual p€ orEances. 6 matches were played ofwhich 5
werc won atrd I lost.

It is apparenr that players find it much more difhcult ro
obrain time off work to play in Conference fixtures as the
number available for selection decreases each year.

The initial selecrion is srlaighr forward the problems arise
when players selectedare forced to cry offat a late stage and
replacements have to be found.

A number ofpeople have been involved in Iinding players
and Conference would like ro record irs appreciation to all
of them for their help and perceveratrce.

.we 
should like ro record our appreciation to David

Hollyhead who arranged all the fixtutes, scorers and
venues and Tom Gray who was responsible for the
umpres.

For next season nev7 players will be most welcome, if
there is a player in your club that would like ro ptay
Representative Ciicket pleas€ cotrtact Alan Neal 0l2l
744 6656.

Match Statistics

v M.C.C.

MCC 209-4 wkts. dec. off61 ovels. Alan cough 2-19 runs.
MCCC 147 off 49.1 overs. Imran Jamiel 65 and Mark
Davies 36. A parrnenhip of85 for the 2nd wicker.
Lost by 52 runs.

v Solihull

MCCC 240-9 wkts. off 54.3 overs. Waquar Mohammed 62
atrd Kaushik Parel48.

Solihull 199 off 42.4 overs. Tony Bussey 3-19 runs, Lee
Bird 3-39 runs and K. Patel2-19 rutrs.
'Won by 52 runs.

v Loughborough U.C.C.E.

Lolrghborough U.C.C.E. 156-9 wkrs off45 overs. E. \(/ilson
3-30 ruff and A. Realkar 3-27 runs.

MCCC 159-2 wkts. S. Ndima 66 and K. Pearson 55 tr.o.

\Uon by 8 wkts.

v Cambridge Universig U.C.C,E.

MCCC 306-9 wkts off 40 overs. S. Ndima 110 and A Ur-
Rehman 102. 3rd wicker stand 156.

Cambddge University U.C.C.E. fl6 off 39 overs. M.
Ra$'asley 2-17 rutrs.

Von by 190 runs.

v Royal Air Force

MCCC 239-8 wkrs. off 50 overs. D. Banks 101 and J.
Simpson 43. 6rh wicket stand 126.

Royal Air Force 147 otr 40.2 overs. A. Mullins 4-29 runs
and L. Bird 2-22 runs.

Wo[ by 92 runs.

v Royal Nara

No play possible

v Club Cricket Conference

MCCC 223 off 48.2 ove$. F Abdullah 50 atrd K. Pearsotr

CCC 127 off 39.4 ovels. A. Bryan 2-21 runs, K. PeaGon
2-24 runs, M. Palmer 2-30 ruas and E Abdullah 2-32 runs.

Celebmtion Matches

Our only celebration match this year v{as against Warer
Orron who were celebrating 125 years. The Conference had
a most eDioyable day, delightful hospitality and we were
very pleased to have played a part in their celebrations.

v Water Orton C.C.

MCCC 182 a.o. J. Hardey 56 runs.

Varer Orton 185-4 wkrs.

MCCC lost by 6 wkts.



IICCC lcrdis laverners UI I
CcnDciiticn lCCS
For the Tom Graveney Challenge tophy

On the day the competition was scheduled to be played
heavy rain was forecast and rhe competition was
postponed.

The new date is Sunday lEth September. commencing
10.00am at Wotverhampton C.C.

ICCS llccg lcrdts favcrnersYcuth
Crlclret Under 16 Ccmpetiticn
Finals Day at Harborne C.C.

Thefour Clubs contestingthe final rounds ofthe Under 16
Competition were Bedworth, Evesham, OId Elizabethans
and Stratford upon Avon. On a gorgeous August Bank
Holiday Tuesday rhe draw for the semi fitrals was
Evesham v Old Elizabethans and Bedwofih v Stratford

Old Elizabethans batted first in their sem Iinal and
scored 156 - 6 wickers, James Bull 30, Jamie Alford 30 and
Jamie Boyle 27. Bowling for Evesham, James Creman 4
ove6. 2 wickers for 18 runs and Luke Fisher 3 overs 4
wickets for 24 ruos. Evesham made a very spirired reply
sco ng 151-6 wickets, Chris Jones 99 not out. This is
the second highesr score recorded in rhe final soges of
the competition being surpassed by WaJryre Law who
scored 103 not out for lfalsall in the final aeainst
Stourbridge in 1984.

In the second semi final Bedworrh barred firsr and scored
108-7 wickets, Idan Khan 58 not out. Chris Hazell took 2
wickets for 13 runs nff 4 ove$ and Fred Gravesrock 2
wickets for 14 runs off 2 ovels. In reply Stratford upon
Avotr scored ll2-l wicket, Jamie Collins 78 not out and
George Nava 32 not our,

Batting fiIst in the final Strarford upon Avon scored 127-7
wickers, Chis Hazell 32, Charlie Ha]'ter 27 and \f l
\kight 22. For the OId Elizabethans Eddie Ford bowled 4
overs for 18 runs takmg 2 wickets, this was in sharp
conEast to the semi firral whetr his I over went for 26 rutrs,
Eddie Smith took 2 wickets for 26 nrns off4 overs. In reply
Old Elizabethans quickly scored 131 for 2 wickets off 13.3
oversr winning by 8 wickets. Jamie Alford scorcd 73 not out
and Paul Biggers taff scored a rapid 30.

Itr the play off for 3rd atrd 4th place Evesham made 148-6
wickers, Mart Knighr 33, Chris Jones 3l and Henry
Newman 28. Guryeet Minhas rerurned rhe best bowling
frgures of 2 wickets for 24 runs off 4 overs. In reply
Bedworth were all our for 129, Seatr Haris 36 and Irfan
Khan 20. Andrew Fisher 2 wickets for 16, Luke Fisher 2
wickets for 21 runs and Jamie Anderson 2 wickets for 37
werc the pick ofthe bowlers.

Presentations were made to all 4 teams by the Chairman of
Conference. Alao Neal. who wenr on ro rhank the Lords
Taverners, rhrough their Represetrtative Tony English, for
fheir ge[erous support thar enables the Comperition to
function so successtully.

Tony English, on behalf of the Lords tverners
coDgratulated all four reams for some excellent cricket
which was mosr entertainiog. He then presented the Man
ofrhe Match Awa.d to Jamie Alford for his 73 nor out.

On behalfot rhe ConfereDce Alan recorded ill appreciarion
ro Harborne CC. for the ground and facililies, the Tea
Ladies for an excellenr rea and the Groundsman Trevor
Townsend, for the preparation ofthe pifches. The Umpires
who officiated throughout the day Bob Mason, Mike
Iwamicki, Roy Froggart and Brian Hambletr. The Scorers,
ceorge Ford - Old Elizaberhans, Kelly Selby - Evesham,
Gavin Scorey - Bedworth and Alex Hazell - Stratford upon
Avon. Alan congratulated ihe Youth Committee, Chairman
Gerald \ adley, supported by Tom Gray, Jon Roe and Ross
Edwards for all their efforts in bringing the Under 16
Competition to a successful cotrclusion. Bdan Webb was
thanked for the finals day organisaiion and his
commentary on the day's progress keeping everybody
informed of rhe state of play in all the matches, he was
assisted by Tom Gmy.

Are ther€ any volunteers who would like to ioin the
Youth Committeel If you are interested please contact
Gerald Wadley 01531 640664.

lnsurancc
It is our belief rhar rhere are srill clubs rhat are playing
cricket who are not insured. Whilst pe$onal accident is a
decision that the club makes on behalfof its members and
only its membe6 are affecred by rhat decision it is the
Public Liability aspect that is of concern. Public Liability
covers a club in the eventuality of a third party being
involved eiiher rhrough iniury or accidental damage. If
your club is not insured ask yourself horv you would cope
if a claim is made against you, unfortunately mosr clubs
would srruggle to finance a claim of any desc ptioll.
Further details on the Conference insurance scheme can be
obtained from the Tieasurer Mike Smirh 0121 246 1988.

llcenring Act lCCl
It is hoped that all the clubs that run a "Bar" will have
made their applications before the due dare. It would be
inleresting to know how much each club had to pay in
older to obtain their new licetrce as the Conference, on
yor-rr behalt lobbied rhe Depanmenr for Cuhure, Media
and Sporr and 20 Midland Members of Parliament to try
and get the costs ofregrstration reduced.

Throlrgh Mr Peter Luff the matter was Eised itr the
Adjounmenr debare on rhe Licensing Acr on Vednesday
8rh June whefl amongst other items he portrayed the costs
that would be incurred by Ombersley C.C. to obtain their
trew licence. Coverage was also given in rhe Daily
Telegmph by Kate Hoey who made reference to the costs
that cricket and other spofiiq clubs were facing with the
trew legisladon.

Unfortunately rhe Government do not share the views of
sports clubs in that they feel that if clubs were exempted
from the new licensing fees it would effectrvely be a
subsidy for alcohol consumption rather than for
Partlcrpatron m sporl.
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The Department claim rhat the cotrcerns ofamateut sporrs
clubs were debared in detail before the Act was passed but
when fhe fees were announced the Chairman oftheCentral
Council for Physical Recreation stared thar they were
bitterly disappointed as the fees atrnounced were 50%
higher rhan proposed only two months previous.

The Deparrment claim that the fees arc reasonable and fair,
a small cost to ensure safety, the avoidance of Iruisance ro
neighbours and the protecrion ofchildren from harm.

"We are still waiting for the Depaftment ro issue the
statistical information on how many of the 140,000
amateu sports clubs, that the Government are committed
to supportingJ were failing in their dury to carry out rhe
correct prccedures applying to rhese rhr€e items".

Clubs will save mon€y as they will not have to pay for
additional licetrces for parties, weddings and similar events
so Iong as rhey are added to rheir Operatiog Schedules on
application.

"This may well apply ro rhe big clubs bur rhe majority of
clubs run the Bar for social pu4)oses rhar rake place aftet
the march".

Clubs that regis fer wirh the Inland Revenue as Community
Amateur Spo{s Clubs receive mandatory 80% Iate relief
and a package ofother rax betrefits.

"Prior to the inrroduction of rhis legislation enlighren€d
Councils already gave 80% relief, all cllrbs had to do rvas
apply. Now, clubs ar€ being burdeDed with forms and more
forms all to be fllled by the harassed Secretary who has
sufficient rasks, olle wondets if the Govertrment
appreciates rhat amateur spon is run byvolunteers atrd that
there numben are very limired".

The DCMS are commirted ro purring f60 million itrro
amateur clubs in 20 maior spons rhrough the Community
Dev€lopment Programme.

"This amount is spread over 4 years and when divided by
the 140,000 amateur spotts clubs that the Govemment is
commifted to supporting, ir equates to 9107.14 per club, per
year, hardly sufficient to pay for rhe alcohol licence".

A letter was semto the DCMS on the 22nd June reques ting
aDswers to various quesdons atrd also offeritrg them the
opportuniry to visit Member Clubs to obrain Iint hand
knowledge of how a club is run. To date rhere has been no
reply.

Clltuary
Charles Palmer CBE
eharles Palmer was Presidetrt of the Co erence in 1985.
H9 played for England, Worcestershire and Leiceste$hire,
a man of the Midlands and a flrsr class player atrd
6dmini6rator. Whetr playing for 

'Worcestershire, 
he was a

f€6ehcr et Bromsgrove School; he rook three days off to
pl6y against the 1948 Aust$-Iians. Facing Lindwall and
Miller, who were ar their pealq he scored a rhrilling 85.
Such wao the impact of that innings he received itr early
fuly, with only one more matcb pla)ed. an invitarion lo
mur South Africa itr the coming witrter

He served Leicestershire C.C.C. as a Player, Secretary,
Chairman for 25 yea$ atrd as President. He became
Presidenr ofthe MCC itr 1978.

Havingbeen so closely involved in lbsr and County cricket
his year of oflice with the MCCC in 1985 gave him the
opporrunity to look more closely at recreational club and
youth cicket. As he expected and to his d€light he saw the
dedicat€d voluotary work of so many people who had the
true itrterests of cdcket at heart. rwhilst standards were
constantly changing it leas Mr Palmer's wish rhat tle game
should remain in the hands ofpeople who were proud and
happy to have received the heritage of cricket and who
would be prepared to fight for the maintetrance of the
courtesies, dignities and decencies which have
chanctedsed both the playing and administration of rhe
game,

Later in life he was rhe Chaiman of the Cricker Couflcil
and the TCCB and he also chaired rhe coflmitree which
produced the Palmet.eport of 1986, advocating the
itrtroductioo offour day c cket.

Prupcscd Ul I lcur tc Hclland In
August lCCo
The Conference is curretrdy in the process oforganising an
U2l Tour to HollanditrAugust 2006. ft isproposed, subject
to cotrfirmation, to rutr the tour fron Sunday 20rh
August-Friday 25th August. This will be an excellent
opportunity for players who have played at CouDty
represenurive Ievel ro add ro rheir crickeLing experience.

An experienced management team will be in charge of rhe
Tour aDd rhey are curreltly in rouch with the Durch
Cricket Development Board. They are looking to arralge
matches at suirable venues against similar standard teams.
The proposed means oftravel will be by coach ro Harwich
and a ferry to the Hook of Holland. The coach will stay
with rhe party for rhe duration of rhe tour Accommodation
will be in a suitable horel which will be confirmed when
the march venu€s are known bur provisioDally rhe Hague
area is being coNidered.

An estimate of the cost is t425.00 per person to be paid
prior to Eavellmg. A deposir will be required and the
remainder can be paid by instalmeDts.

In the first instance, players who are interested are
asked to contact Ross Edwards (who will be the cricket
coach) on 07780 902894 orlgsdaae4yarCs@lilea!!.ss.u&

This is a good opportudty to get overseas experience and
all players in this age range are encouraged ro at least
consider putring themselves forward.

Howard Clay Tour ManaAer 0l2l 477 3686

Midlands Ctub Cricket Confe.ence
Hon Seoetary: D R. Thomas,4 Silverdale cafd€ns,
Vordsley, Stoubridge, \ es. Midlands, DY8 5NU

Telephone: 01384 278107 Fu: 01384 835687


