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Cricfiel lCCt
Crickei had one ofils most successful seasons for many years,
a slight hirch ar fte srart of the season with the wearher and
rhen irwas sunshin€ all the way. The firsr class game had a lor
to shour abour wirh rhe success of rhe England Team in the
NatWest tri-angular series against South Africa and
Zimbabwe. The comprehensive viciories in rhe rest series
against Zimbabwe and rhe pulsating games against South
Africa where the series was tied.

On the domestic front Sussex very much deserved lheir
success in being champions of Division I of the Frizzell
County Championship as did Worcesrershire in Division 2.
!(iorcestershire also reached the final of the C&c Trophy as
did Varwickshire in rhe new Twenry2o competition. As a new
innovation the 'Ikenty2o competition cerrainly gripped the
imagination of th€ public with over 250,000 aftending the
matches. What was really pleasing was lhe number of
youngste$ that watched the cricket, hopefuUy they will
continue to support and play rh€ game.

Finally our congxatulations to Astwood Bank on reaching the
final ofthe Village Cricket Championship.

The best season for cricket in a while and yet we have
expressions of dissatisfa€tion by the media and by other
groups. Cricket must move on there is no sBnding slill but io
suggesl thai we have fixturc satumtion point is debatable. To
talk about reducing the numb€r of counly malches played
with Iess counties participating makes one wonder what will
be offered to rhepatient Countymember. At times lhe present
fixture schedule leaves large gaps when there is no cricket to
watch or ifthere is cricket the fourth day is the Saturday when
the game is either finished or but a couple hours of play is left.
To maximis€ attendanc€s on€ would have thought that there
should be cricket available to watch on ev€ry Saturday and
Sunday. As it is one has to ask the qu€slion, under the presenr
playing conditions does rhe member receive value for his
membenhip fee. If rhere is less cricker on offer rhe
membership lis$ will quickly decline.

On the outside edge in more ways than one is club cricket.
The rccrealional game has changed dnmatically in the last 25
years. The najority of clubs play in leasues. The arcas of
travel to awayfixtures almost makes it a daygame. The length
ofthe game itselfhas extended consid€rably, consequently one
of the main areas where tunds were raised, the bar, is under
used as the away team leaves straight after the march. A large
number of clubs run youth cricket, while hopefully some of
those youngst€rs will eventually play firsl team cicket, therc
is an enormous amount of time, work and cost involved in
providing a safe playing environment.

Vr'hilst clubs are classed as amateur operations they are being
asked to develop s)rrems andprocedures ftat indusrryhavero
fulfil with a prof€ssional staff. The club $at does not have an
Administraior that can spend hours at a compurer churning
out codes ofconduct elc. is really struggling ifit is looking for
external funding. The requirements to qualify for the
Communiry Club Development Fund and fte ECB CIub

Mark Accreditarion Scheme will only be met byclubs thar arc
large enough to abso$ all rhe work that is involved. A Child
Prctection Policy on the web site runs ro 89 pages, who is
going to have the time or inclinadon ro read a document of
fiis length. On the one hand rhe ECB arc urging clubs to
become more proactiv€ in suppofiing rhe developmenr of
youth cricket but on the other hand are making ir very
difficult for the small clubswho will not qualify for funding as
they are nol a€crediled. On the subject of money, clubs and
leagues are once again heavily penalised, as the amount of
fundingcomirgin to grass mots cdckethas been considerably
reduced in comparison to other levels ofcricket. This is at a
time when clubs are being asked ro do more for cricket, ro
develop Premier and Pfamid leagues, to develop rhe yourh
programmes, to cuhivate girls and womens cricket, to try and
provide facilities for disabled cickelers, ro name iust a few Ir
all cosls moneybut the Powers that b€ seem ro think rhat club
cricket can absorb Ih€se cuts where as lhe first class game
cannot The lines of communicarion to the top are very
limiled, club cricket has no rcprcsenrative at the top table .o
fight its cause, so it is very diflicuh to get rhe message across
that the recrealional game is desperately in need ofadditional
funding. Without the €xtra money rhere will nor be a growrh
in rhenumbers playing but a reduction as the numberofclubs
melge or go out ofexistence.

Annual Ccncral lieeting
Enclosed is the notice of the Annual General Meerins to b€
held ar rhe County cround, Warwickshire C.C.C.,
Edgbaston, on Wedtresday l4th January, 2004.

At this meeting our Presidenr, Alan Oakman, will have
completed his year ofoffice and will introduce to the meeting
oul President Elect, Malcoln Willcox.

AIan has been much in attendance at all ofour funcrions. The
highlight of the social year was lhe Dinner where we were
entertained by Mike Varkinson and lan 'Sludge' Lees. Alan
atrended the final rounds of rhe Under 1t Youth
Comperidon wherc the performance ofrhe youngsters was of
a high smndard and one that left Alan enfiusing over rhe
qualiry of fie strok€ play and the high fives by the batsmen
when they scored a boundarf The next official duty was
the finals of the Ul6 competition, again th€ performance of
the lads was very good Alan has also arrended some of fte
meetings and Conference are very apprecialive of the timq
energy and commitment thar he has given ro his year
of office

As President Elect, Malcolm l|Uillcox needs no introduction to
the functions that are undertaken by Confercnce, teasurer
frorn 1982-1991 and Chairman 1992-1994. ln 1994 Malcolm
witnessed the culmination of two years extr€mely hard work
when the very highly strccessful Golden Oldies Competition
came to ftuition in August ofthat year. Malcolm is a member
of the Varwickshlre C.C.C. committee and ir is wirh grear
pleasure that we welcome his rcturn Io the Conference as our
President Elecr.



tomDuter Prina out
In an effort to make th€ Data Base as accurare as possible we
have been sending our rhe Secr€iarial Directory Form wirh
each ofthe rccenl Newsletters. I am sorry ro say thal there are
sdll some clubs that have not retumed the form. These clubs
have been rargeted this time with a specific request. Please can
we have the foms rerurn€d by fie l9th December, 2003, in
order that ihe secrcIarial information lisled in rhe Year Book

Ycar Bcclt 100+
Very few clubs have so far sent in a repofi on their yeais
activiries. This is the type of information that makes the Year
Book unique from other publications and one that we actively

The repon can be e-mailed to Andrew Jackson,
kingswinford@leeshaw.com or hard copy to Andrew
Jackson, 19 Harvine Walk, Stourbridge, West Midlands
DY8 3BQ. For those wirh access to a fax rnachine you can
send the rcport to David R. Thomas 01384 835687. Three
simple ways oi ransmirring a report of sorne 150 plus words,
ifyou would like to send a report please do so before rh€ 19th
D€cember. 2003.

Annual Dinner
You may be aware ihat earlier rhis year The National Motor
Cycle Museum had a major fire which destroyed most ofthe
infrastructure. Unforlunately lhe rcbuilding will no! have
been completed in time for the Dinner, we have though an
alternative venue, pan ofthe same group, which cornes highly

Friday 5th March 2004
aI the

Windmill Village Hotel, Allesley
(off junc 6 M42 lowards Covetrtly on lhe A45, Bilminshan Road)

As stated this is a hotel and it will be possible for rcse ations
to be made for fiose wishing Io celebrate in style. The
complex also has a golfcourse which is available.

The prcforma for ftis year's Dinner is eDclosed. The Dinner
is the highlight ofou social programme and we Iook foNard
with pleasure to socialising, renewing pasr acquaintances and
meeting new friends This year our President Elect Malcolm
\fillcox 'vill preside over fte evening\ events

At the Dinner all of the Award presentations take place, this
is a tremendous evening for ftese very worthy recipients but
made all the more so when there is a good attendance to
support their achievement. The Award winners come from a
wide range of Clubs across lhe Midlands, this in itself is
special, in that recognition is given to Members ofClubs ofall
sizes and standard, for theirsewice to acommunity. You could
be pleasandy suryrised at fie quality of rhe Dinner bur you
have to attend to find out.

If you do nor have acc€ss to the proforma the Dinner
Organiser is Gres Shakeshaft 0l2l 705 2568, e-mail,
dinner@mccc.co.uk Contact dir€ct to reserve your place.

Flxture Bureau
The Burcau provides frrsr class support to a large number of
clubs. For fiis servic€ we must thank Miss Wheeldon for her
dedicared commilment of six days per week for six months of
the year This year there were 314 requesE for fixtures on a
Saturday of which a minimum of 188 were contumed. On
Sundays 820 vacancies werc regisiered ofwhich 543 rcsuhed
in fixtures.

we are indebted to Miss $0heeldon for her assiduousness and
record a sincere thank you

Spring 0uit
The Spring Quiz will take place on Thurcday 25th March,
2004 at West Bromwich Dartmouth C C ar 8.00pm.

Enclosed is the entrance form which must be returned to
Gordon Baker. \ve are very grateful Io West Bromwich
Dartmouth C.C. for hosting this event which provides us with
a venue that is central and tust offthe mororway link. A number
of clubs attend on a regular basis but we would like new
enranls. If your club had a quiz team please pass on the entry
form so that lhey at least know about the competition. The
prizes are excellent and the evening's enlerlainment is
conducted in a most relaxed atmosphere, send your ream along.

SrDsffiptions
There are still some clubs rhat have yet ro pay their
membership fees, rhey are beingtargeted. For thosethatare in
arrears of nore than on€ year) at the Iime of th€ A.G.M., we
will have ro assume that Club no longer wishes to be a
M€mber of Conference. Everv efforl will be made to contact
the club as we are aware thal some ofthe conlact addresses are
not curren! If you are one of those clubs with outstanding
debts we would appreciate prompt payment, after all you have
had rhe benefit of Conference services without honourins

Yacant Detes
Now thal most clubs play league cricker, particularly on a
Sarurday, the iisr of vacant dates is comparatively small.
Nevertheless we still have some clubs thar rely upon friendly
fixtures to complete their programme, if you have any open
dales conlact Miss ',Meeldon rvilh the dates. In January a list
will b€ issued to all the ciubs thal have mad€ conract, Fixturc
Secrelaries to then communicatewith the club ofth€ir choice.

Rcprcsentative Crlcfict
A comprehensive repon of all ihis yeais matches will be
available in rhe 2004 Year Book. There were 10
Representative games ofwhich 3 lvere abandoned.

Conference were very pleased to be able to suppon Aldridge
and Great Houghton Cricket Clubs and the Coventry and
Disrricr League who were celebrarrng annrversaries.

The fixmre list for 2004 has been complered. Matches have
b€en arransed with Solihull, Loughbomush UniversirB
Orford Universiry U C C E., Duke of Norfolk XI, Royal Air
Force, Royal Navy, M C.C., Club Cricket Conference and the
touring Austmlian Old Collegians There is a squad ofplayers
thar rhe teams are selected ftom but nerv players can alwa)s be
accommodated. Inleresred players rvho have not yet made
thetu debul for Conference should coniacr David Hollyhead
01789 293826. You wiu nole thar the fixtures arc of a
reasonable slandard and nominaled players musl have fte
abilily Io play at a high level.

A nurnber of commemorarive matches havebe€n requestedby
member clubs Io support their specific anniversary. Coleshill
and Evesham C.Cs. are celebratins 150 years, Dorridse and
\qeoley Hill 75 years and Fossils C.C. 10 years. Th€se fixturcs
do allow us fie opportuniry ro offer all players the chance to
play for Conference. Please submir your names ro Howard
cnlay 0l2L 477 3686.

A rcvieu cf thc Lceguc Winncrs end
Runners-uD t00t

ll/innus Runnen-ut
Birminsham & Dist ct Premier Leasue
Plenier Vellington Barnt Greetr
Division I W:Brom. Dartmouth Water Orton
Division 2 wesi Smelhwick Fordhouses
Division 2 East Dorridse Arlock



Division 1 Bfton Elford
Prote.tive Personnel Shrepshire Premier Cricket League
Premier SL Georges vhirchurch
Shrcpshir€ Cricket L$gue Sponsored by Banks
Division 1 Quaft
Beechdale Saab Deftyshire Prcmier Leagle

Buftor & DisFict Cricket League
Premier Draycott & Hanbury 'Iutbury

Premier Clifton

Retford Cricket & Sports Club
South Nottinshamshire Leasue

Sandiacre
Derbyshire Courty Leasue
Division 1 Shipl€y Hall Staveley Velfare
Nottinghamshire Lexus Premier Leagrre
Prernier lrest Indian Cavaliers Kimberlev Insriture
Wilkinsons Basset Law League
Division I

Division I Calverton
Everards Leicestershire County Cricket League
Premier Loushboroush Town Kibworth

Division r Monmouth Talgarth
Leicestershire Cricket Leasue
Division I Leuva Patidar
Northamptonshire Cricket Championship

Finedon Dolben

Maher Stars

Divisiotr I
Division 2

Division 1
Division 2

Cannock & Ruseley

Ombersley

DesboroughTown Ifthlingborough
St€wart & Lloyd Corby O.Northampton. 2

Pipemaste! North Staffs ard South Cheshire Leasue
Prenier Lonalon Audley
Division I Lirde Sloke Meir Heath
Statrordshire Club Cfcket Championship

North Statrodshire Cricket League
Division I Hem Hearh

Division I Lichfl€ld
Rusby C.icket League

Rowland UDi.ed
Rudatrd & Dist ct Cricket League
Division I Market Deeping
Warwickshire Cricket Leasue
Division I Olton

Division I

Worcestershire County League
Division I Ev€shan
Warwickshire Sunday Leasue

Solihull
Su$on Coldfield

V-Sports Sunday Leasue

Division I
rigalsall Crescent
Highcroft Great Baff

Single Pr€mier East Streedy
Single Premier West Boundary
Play off Boundary
Worcestershilesundayleagu€ Eveshan
South Staffordshire Sunday League Blox-wich
Sunday Border League Cosel€y

Umpircr Courses
As we all know there is a shofiage of Umpires rhrcughour the
Leagues. The majority of $e present Umpircs have seen
active service over a number of years and new blood is
despe$tely needed to bolster the ranks. Most new Umpires
will only come rhmugh club cricker, if you have nor play€d
the game theD ir can be diffrcult to l€arn, so it is to the clubs
rhar we look for new recruits. Unforrunarely this is where the
s,slem falten as so few €x-players show any interesr in puiting
some$ing back into the game that hopetully will have given
them so much pleasure.

The vadous Umpircs and Scorers Associations do a
tremendous iob throughout the Winter months providing
courses to train new €andidates. What they requir€ are the
recruits to take up their offer to spend 10 weeks with them
Iearning the laws of the game and qualifying as an Umpire

Please "Secretary" will you make a point of bringing the
courses to the attention of youl members and if there is
anybody in youl Clllb that is interested in Umpiling or
Scorins ask them to contact the centre oftheir choice.

Courses 'CCS
Bunon on Tlent
P^rr 2
Venue Rotleston CC
Commence W€dnesday 6rh January ar 7.30prn
Contact John Brown 01283 813976
Part I
Venue Burton Hospital Social Club
Connence nid January
Contact John Hardwick 0r283 5651l5
Northamptonshire
P^tt 2
V€nue Nonhamptonshire Counry Cricket Club
Commence Monday 1zlh January for 8 weeks
Contact Telry Owen 01604 847478
worcest€rshir€ CU&SA
V€nue Evesham Working Metr's Club
Palt I
Commence Monday l2th January for l0 w€eks
Contact Tim Grainger 01386 552613
Venue worcester Cricket Club
Part I
Connence Tuesday 13th January for 10 weeks
Contact Tim Grains€r 01386 552613
Venue Bromssrove Cricket Club
Part 1
Commence Vednesday 14th January for 10 weeks
Contact Tim Graing€r 01386 552613
Venue Kidderminster Chain Wire Social Club
Part I
Comnence Monday 19th. January for l0 weeks
Contact Johtr Collins 0r384 270197

Venue Vednesbury Cricket Club
P^rr 2
Commence Tuesday6th January aI7.00pm for 10 weeks
Conract John Rushton 01902 847535
MCCCUA

Venue VaMickshir€ CouDty Cricker Club Edsbas.on
l) Commence Sarurday 31s!Jan. for 10 weeks 9.30am-r2 noon
2) Commence Monday 2nd Feb. for l0 weeks 7.00pm -9.30pn

Part I
Venue Highway Cricket Club
Comm€nce Thursday 5Ih Feb. for l0 weeks 7.30pm-10.00pln
Conracr Ed. Mccabe Varwickshir€ Cricker Board 0l2l 4463615
Shropshire
Vetrue Vhittington Cricker Club
Parrll2
Commence \ftdnesday TthJanuary ar 7.30pm for 10 weeks
Contact Mike Sheehy 01743 361651
Venue Vellingron Cricket Club
Partllz
Commence V/edn€sday l4th January at 7.30pm for 10 weeks
Contacl Mike Sheehy 01743 36165I

Scorcrs Courscs
All too often a team turns up on a Sarurday afternoon without
a scorer. When the team is batringplayen can be coerced in to
scoring but problems can arise when the batting side has also
to find an umpire. Wh€n helding the scorc book lies on the
table and a brief entry is made after th€ game. Not a very
satisfactory situation.

Score$ courses are provided and it is one way of encouraging
younger members ro get to know mor€ abour the game. It is
also an opportunity for a regular visitor to become morc
involved in the game and make a conuiburion to rhe club.
Again norhing will happen ifapproaches are nor made to find
our i l  rhere is romebody inreresred in crrrving our a non-
playing duty. It is up to you "Secretary" you are the only line
ofcommunication.



Ccurscs tCCl
Burton on Tient
Venue Replon School
Contrlenc€ mid January for 6 weeks
Conracl John Brown 01283 813976
Northamptonshir€
Conlact Lvnn Allen 01908 262574

Venue Vednesbury Cricket Club
Commence Saurday 3lstJanuary at l0.00an
Contact Tohn Rushton 01902 847535

Venue Chain \{ne Social Club
Sarurday 14ft February l0 30am-3 30pm
followed by 4 weeks
Thursdays 26rh February-l8th March 7.30pm-9.30pm
Venue Ashton Utrder Hilt Cricket Club nr. Pershore
Sarurday 21s! February l0.30am'3 30pm followed by 4 weeks
wednesday 25th February- l7Ih March 7.30pm'9 30pm

Sarurdays to include instruction and pmctical work. The
evenings are for those scorers that would like to progress
furrher and maybe take ihe exam. You do not have to take the
exam even ifyou attend fte nighr sessions.

M€mbership of the Association is free for 2004 for all those
attending fie scorers course For furrher details contact Wally
Clark 01905 354586.

weruiclrshirc Criclet Bcard
Richard Cox, Director ofCricket for the Varwickshirc Cricket
Board, has requested a righr of reply to the following
rLarcmenr, rhrt  wrs made in rhe Ul l  Lomperir ion repof l .  in
the August Newsl€tter. "The lack of entrants from North
Warwick was due to anolher layer beins inserted in the ladder
of county cricket diverting funding from the real gmss rools
and denying the clubs oftheir players". Richard states: -
"Firstly, District cricket in Whit week has been ongoing for 6
years in Varwickshire, is an established part of our
programme and is integral to the development and player
parhway ofyoung players aspiring to play at the highesl level
as ser oui in rhe ECB National Developmert Plan and
Warwickshlre's accredited D€velopment Plan. Secondly, the
programme is funded by Listers vvAudi and Sportsmatch a
government funded t for t scheme and is not money removed
nor diverted from ECB funding via the Cricket Foundation
erc. Thirdly, the process ofdistrict festivals is to act as a trial
in rcadiness for the County age group pmgramme rather than
fie much criricised ner-rype dal and is a prerequisire in rhe
ECB minilnuln quality standards booklets adhercd ro by all
County Boards
'whilst I have every empathy for club crickel,I am aware of all
fie 13 players in our Under 11 District Programne (Norrh
V/a$ick) and am rather surprised this so unduly affects your
comperition when surely i! opens oppo Dnity for others to
take pari in an €xcellent Under l1 tounament which requires
8 per side rather fian the tradilional 11. The Warwickshire
Cricket Board suppons all aspects ofcricket in Warwickshire
as ser out in the National and Counrv Develooment Plan."

La llanga Fertivrl
The La Manga Cricket Festival was organised in Spain earlier
rhis month with the purpose of promoting rhe combined
Conferences association which is to be known as lhe'National
Associarion of Clubs and Leagues Cricket Conferences' Seven
reams participated: Chb Crickel Conference. League Cricker
Conference. M.C.C.C. Spain. 2 Celebrity Teams and Guildford
C.C. who werc successful in winnirg a pre-tour draw.

Originally the teams were in two groups so everyone was
guaranr€ed rhree matches. The games were played on two
srounds with an anificial surface, involving a twenty-twenty
format, maximum 4 ovefs each bowler and borh sets of

fielding circles in operation. M.C.C.C. did not start too well
losing by rhirty odd runs io Guildford although it was fair to
saythal the dew at9.00 a.m was veryheavyand we were forced
Io bowl first with a very wet new ball. The side faired better in
fte second fixture rccording a comfortable victory over the
League Cricket Conference.

Wednesday morning fixtures had to be abandoned due to rain
with the result that the arangements for the rest ofthe week
werc altered and so the finalists were decided o
basis Thursday morning broughr our f inal  group game
asainst the C C C. If a side was bowled oui rhen you were
rcwarded wilh a bonus point; similarly if the runs were
knocked off inside I3 overs you received another bonus point.
M.C.C.C. dulybowledout C.C.C. for 95. Chdstie Willerrs (Old
Hill) and Duncan Lampitt (Volverhampton) duly knocked
offthe runs inside I3 ove$. These vital bonus pointsputus in
the afternoon's final against C C.C who had already qualified.
Club Cricket Conference again batted firsl The first eight
overs from Tirn Heap (Himley) and Russell Spiers (Kibworth)
were particularly tight bui the Middlesex 2nd XI opening bat
scored ninety odd to give C.C.C. a formidable total of 166. In
lhe quest for exlra quick runs, Conference lost early wickers
but skipper David Banks and Tim Heap slaged a reasonable
rally. Vhen they lvere dismissed in the 15rh and l6rh overs
victory seemed ro evaporale. However Alan Gorgh (Dunstau)
had other ideas and at least two big sixes gave us a prcsenrable
reply tosins by only 8 runs.

The main purpose of the new scheme was not winning but
taking part in what should be an annual event. It was
encouraging fiat the neiv scheme got off lo a fine start. It is
hoped rhal Conference clubs will avail themselves of the La
Mansa facilities
The condidons and accommodation were first class whilst food
and choice of rcstaunnts were of the highest quality. Our
rhanks mustbe extended io Barry Stuafi King, Chi€fExecutive
ofC.C.C. for his co-ordinadon ofthe whole project; to Tony and
Liz Murphy for their splendid day to day organisation and
especially to Captain David Banks for getting togerher a more
than capable M.C.C.C. side at such sho notice- Everyone
commented oD the excell€nt anilude ofour ream bofi on and
off the field. They were a credh to Conference!

S. A. Neal, Chairne M.C.C.C. Tour Manaser

llrnd|tilt Rate Rcliel
In conjrnclion with olher sporting bodies the MCCC lobbi€d
the Government to try and obtain 80% Mandatory Reli€f
for all Commurity Amateur Sports Clubs (CASCS). This
campaign startedsome 3 years ago andatone stage it appear€d
that the only way clubs would obtain the 80% reliefwas ifrhey
regisiered as a charity.

ft has rccentlv been annouced that in future all clubs that
register as CASCS with the Inland Revenue will be able ro
receive Mandatory R€li€fof 80% on the paymenr oftheir rates,
this could be increased lo 100% at the discretion ofrhe local
authorities. For those clubs ftat have not been in receipt of
Mandatory Reliefthis move could be ofconsiderable benefit.
Ib register a! a CASC and be eligible for 80% Mandatory
Rate Reliefand other tax benefits clubs need to contact the
Inland Revenue on 0131 777 4147.

iltcg Website
Now tully developed "'ww.mccc.co.uk

Midltnds Club Crickei Conf€rence
Eot Secfttoij: D R Thonds,4 Silverdale Gd.dens,
Vordsley, Stourbridge, VestMidlalds, DY8 5NU

Telephone: 01384 278107 Fd:01384 835687

A HaII,! Christmds ahd a Vet! Ptospercus and
Successful Neu Yeat to all.


